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Activity 1: Stakeholder debate 
Split class up in small teams (2-3 students). Each team represents one of the following:  

Ø 1 or 2 corporations (i.e. Coca Cola and PepsiCo); 
Ø Tourists;  
Ø The (Indonesian) government;  
Ø Local residents working in the tourism industry;  
Ø Local residents working in the  fishing industry.  

 
Each team must first prepare a factsheet which explains:  

1. Their stance on the plastic problem,  
2. How the problem affects them,  
3. How they propose to solve it.  

Ensure that students use appropriate sources and facts for their factsheet. It should be no 
more than a double-sided A4. Before the class debate, each team should read the fact sheets 
from the other teams to be able to prepare arguments, and also see who their allies can be.  
 
In class, there will be a debate on how to solve the plastic pollution problem. First, each team 
should present their stance, then an open discussion will be held. The class instructor will be 
the moderator of the debate.   
Focus on the following points: 

- Who is responsible for causing the problem? 
- Who suffers from the negative externalities? 
- Who is responsible, or should be held responsible for solving the problem? And who 

should pay for it? 
- What is more important, proper waste management or reducing the production of 

plastic? 
- How can those who suffer from the negative externalities be compensated? 

 

Activity 2: Plastic alternatives 
Individual or in small groups. Come up with alternatives for single-use plastic products (focus 
on one) that could solve the negative externality issue in a financially advantageous way. 
Examples include bamboo, banana leaves, and paper. Use Google to find alternative 
materials, and take inspiration from changes that have already been implemented. 
Think about the following questions: 

- What are the costs and benefits of switching to another material? Remember plastic is 
great because it’s so light, cheap, durable and keeps food fresh.   

- What changes would society have to make to transition into an economy without 
single-use plastics? (Do students know about the zero waste movement?)   

 
 



 

Activity 3: Lobby for plastic policy1 
Split class up in groups (3-4 students). Groups represent: corporations with vested interest in 
plastic production; tourism industry; fishing industry; residents living near a polluted beach.  

1. Each group will create a policy that addresses the plastic pollution problem with their 
interest/industry in mind.  

2. Come up with a campaign strategy for your policy, for example through social media, 
a petition, or organizing a march.  

3. Make a poster that represents the campaign and policy you’re lobbying for.  
 
 

                                                
1 Activity adapted from Plastic Oceans Education & Discussion guide, Activity G: Lobby your official.  


